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The evening papers canhieo slab 
ING HEADLINES OF JAMES COOPEfFG 














































The HEAVY DOOR SWUN* OPEN/ INSIDE,SAT REPORTERS 
ASSUMED TO COVEN THE EXECUTION, _ 


rLOOK.JOE.'THE JWAITf HE'LL ~ 

JERK'S 3tuumf] OMCKflVEt 

^ALWAYS DO?. 


Outside the dank oney walls, in 
THE PRISON YARD, STOOD A SLACK 
hearse/ a face peered out from 
1EHIND DRAWN CURTAINS.■■ 


A SMALL MAH STEPPED TO A CONTROL PAHEL ANO 
PULLEO A SWITCH... rI " " 


















































The stiff form of james cooper was placed \ 
METAL TABLE IN A ROOM FILLED WITH COMPLICATED 
AI .'AHATUS.. , W 


The phofessor busieo himself with electrooe* 


After the two minutes had passed, the appar 
WAS TURHED OFF 1 ALL EYES WATCHED THE STILL 
FOHMf THE SECOHDS TICKED OFF...TEN. TWENTY. 


HANOI 










































WHA...WHAT. 

HAPPENED? 


CRIFESf His FLESH 
JS ALL BURHEDf 


' CERTAIHLY f HE 
HAS BEEN SUB¬ 
JECTED TO A 

VERY MM X 
AMPERAGE ) 
OH A USEfJ 




pHi]r7r^^OiniEAROIlin|NO^ 

N_ DIVE ME A WHtJDON'T) 

n^-v 


'take IT EASV.l 
JIMMY? YOU’VE] 
HAD A ROUGH J 
g TIME? jMm 


THANKS EOR THE FAVOR, JIMMYf DOt?fj\ 

HERE'S MY PAYOFF,f J" YOU. . .j - 


WLOOEYf YOuT 5U «e^ 

\hyard me rJ bobs? 

/—SURE? 

\HEREf ' 






























WAIT. JIMMY' 


DON'T HEED' 


/TT NOW... 
I'M BONN A 
GET THAT 
L JUNY' 


HAVE DONE THAT, 
JIMMYr HE MS Ml 
OONNA FIX UP 1 
Lyour BUNNS' M 


[MEANWHILE, AT THE COOPER QAH3‘a HIOE-OQT 


GDOO LORO' 


SeTcase found 
eared victim Of 

RETALIATION..._ 


JUROR IN CO 
murdered? f 
gangland 

'rrnA" , E “*i'” j* 

1 V C eVm RRiNT»> - 





































r WHO CASES* VlC 

GET THEM' EVERY 
t LAST ONE or 
nm THEN' 


YOU'RE 

LYING? 


TALK' IT'S COOKS* 

’ HE'S ALIVE? ygk 


IT IT'S EMPTY'Y*r IS ALIVE' W IT CAN’T RE 1 


f OKAY, BOYS' 



































The blow from the heavy iron 

FOKER GAUDHT COOPER ACROSS 
THE FACE, AND THE REMAINING 
FLESH FEU. AWAYT...THEN... 




























THIS IS THE TALE OF TWO PEOPLE WHO VISITED AN 
AMUSEMENT PARK. .AND WERE NOT AMUSED? I CALL IT.. 


LOOK, GEORGE? 

AN AMUSEMENT 
PARK* LET'S -A 
STOP FOR A WHILE? 




















SOUNDS LIKE 
* WATER - 
SPLASHING? 


OH LOOK, 
GEONGE 1 

HowquAurrf) 


"what's TX4T 

S_ NUTH • 


' A DANK GOAT RIDE f 


I'M GLAO AT LEAST Off Y 

I 1 DON’T KNOW.SEOROE 

HIDE 13 OPEN 1 LET S J 

IT'S ALWAYS so 


ly. IN THOSE THINGS 1 





































The boat with george ahp ruth 

MOVED SLOWLY TOWARD THE YAWN MB 
BLACK MOUTH OF THE TUHNEL... 


YOU’RE FRESH, A010 YOU FORGET 
GEORGE ARHOLO.E/WHG YOU JUST 

MARRIED TODAY, 

MRS.ARNOI.OT 
HOW GIMME * • ) 


OOOOHf it's^ THE BETTER f 
OARKf _ 


PLEASE, 

GEORGE'THE 
MAH WILL 
HEAR YOU.. 


OH, IT'S JUST ONE OF 
those WAX DISPLAYS 
THEY HAVE IN THESE 
RIDES f 


SAYf THIS isn't 
FURRY AHYMORE/ 
THESE DISPLAYS ARE. 
-7 REYOLTIMSf ^ 


THOSE WAX FIBURES, WHEN 
THEY'RE DONE BY AN EXPERT 
ALWAYS DO LOOK REAL' NOW 
WHERE WERE WE? > 






















UOH' TNEY CERTAINLY DO 


LOOK, GEORGE' 

ANOTHER ONE 


LOON NEAL ...THAT DECAPI¬ 
TATE 0 CORPSE AND THE 
> DRIED BLOODf J| 


I'M CLOSING MY 
EYES'I* NOT < 
001 NO TO LOON 
ANY MORE' . 


IT... IT’S A BODYf 




1 I CAN'T MOVE TNE 
DOATflT'S JAMMEO ON 
THIS CORPSE' WE'LL 
NAVE TO WADE TNE ^ 
REST OF THE WAY ■ 



























'&~i THE FRIGHTENED COUPLE 

SPLASHED THROUGH THE SLACK 


I THAT CORPSE WAS 

\REAL' MAYBE THE 
I DISPLAYS WERE ^ 
REAL TOO.' Ifl 


TUNNEL, 


TIREDf VS E GOT 
TO REST 
GEORGE' IS 


THANK GOODNESS 
I'M A50UT READY 


IT’S ANOTHER 
DISPLAY. . 


AS SOOW AS YOU CATCH 
YOUR BREATH,WE LL 
GET OUT OF HERE.RUTH 1 


Fear and terror clutched at their hearts as 

GEORGE ANO RUTH RUSHED FROM THE HORRIOLE 
SCENE FURTHER INTO THE [NKY GLOOM... 


HERE' HERE'S AN 
EMPTY DISPLAY' 
YOU CAN REST ^ 
m HERE' JM 
































































KEEP AWAY, 
YOU CRAZY 
IDIOT' | 


THENE'S NO USE CALLING' 
. NO ONE WILL HEAR YOU' 
THE PARK IS DESERTED. . 


CRAZY? YOU ll SEE 
m IF I’M CRAZY. 


T HIS OWN DIABOLICAL 

EL' ) hide finally 
y DESTROYED HIIAf jd 
CONE. NDTN' LET S 
^ BUST THAT PADLOCK AND 
DET AWAY FNOM NENE' 
REMEMBEN"’ WE’VE GOT A 
HONEYMOON TO FINISHf 


DON’T LOOK, 

nuth'zkwT 

LOOK' 



























It was the most unusual fraternity initiation ever seen on the CAMPUS. . . OR ON ANY OTHER 
"CAMPUS, FOR THAT MATTER? THE THREE PLEDGEES WERE TAKEN OUT TO THE OLD PALMER HOME ON 
THAT INFAMOUS NIGHT FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, ANO INSTEAD OF THE PL ACE BEING AMUSINGLY HAUNTED, 
IT TURNED INTO A— 


It WAS ON A NIGHT IN 1934 THAT THIS STRANGE TALE 
HAD ITS JEGINNING ? TODAY, FIFTEEN YEARS LATErl, 
THERE IS STILL NO EXPLANATION FOR WHAT HAP- 
j PEN ED AT THE . ALMEn PLACE f 


HE'S GONE "VBOUT ^ 
PREPARING THIS HOUSE 
FOR THE INITIATION AS IF 
IT WERE THE CLOSING . 
SECONDS OF THE lilG ^ 
GAME? _ 


' HE CLAIMS THAT 
EVEN IF IT WAS 
JUST AN OLD 
DUMP BEFORE... 

. IT fS HAUNTED , 
X. NOW f ^ 


GET .4 LOAD OF LES WILTON 
ilACK THEHE...SCARING THE WITS 
LOUT OF THOSE POOR FRESHMEN? 























































r JUST A BOYISH PRANK. THAT'S ALL' 

THINKS HE'LL TURN THE TABLES AM3 SCARE 
US A BIT ' PROBABLY SITTING UP THERE ^ 
IN THE ATTIC, WAITING TO JUMP OUT AND J 
YELL BOO AT ME WHEN I COME UP 


l ONE OF'EM MAY 
\ HAVE GOTTEN 
) HENDERSON THEN 
' 'CAUSE IT'S BEEN 
\ SEVERAL MINUTES 
I SINCE WE SAW HIM 
) AT THE SECOND 
FLOOR. .AND IT 
DOESN'T TAKE THAT 
LONG TO GET UP TO 
. THE ATTIC' v 


RELIEVE HIM 


I DON'T KNOW HOW HE DID IT 
BUT WILTON'S GOT THESE F.lESH 
MEN SHAKING IN THEIR BOOTS • 
NO GUY WOULD NORMALLY TREN 
BLE AT THE THOUGHT Cf A H AUNTEC 
HOUSE UNLESS HE THOUGHT 
V. THERE WAS DIRTY WORK AFOOT' 


SO WE'LL HAVE A LITTLE CHANGI 
OF -LANS TO MEET THE EMERGEN 
GYf INSTEAD OF LES WILTON GO¬ 
ING UP THE. <E WE'LL PICK THE 
, SECOND PLEDGEE f HEY Mg 
IT — - WATERS? „ nfff 


HtH HLH ' LUvJK .1 n» rAUC . WIL1 
YOU' IMAGINE THAT A GROWN 
MAN, SHAKING LIKE A TEEN-AGE 
VGAL GOING F »ST . GHAVEYARO' 
be- 

TO THINK 

th j / 

WOULDN'T 1 T M 

LIKE THIS VnsHFi fit & 

SET-UP, FSi f 1 I, 

MYSELF' r 


WATERS 1 


^M-ME? Y-YEAH 
BE RIGHT THERE 


I WHAT IN THE WORLD DID YOU DCP^ 

TO THAT HOUSE WILTON » THESE 
BOYS HAVE A LOOK OF ABSOLUTE 4 
Iw. DffeAD ON THEIR FACES^^^ 

' AW •"r , SNOTM8iS> 

JUST A COUP LA LOOSE 
I STEPS A FEW COBWEBS 
L SOME SQUEAKY DOORS 


^Tirs HAPPENED AGAIN 

WATERS NEVER REACHED 
y THAT ATTIC WINDOW ? - 
I DON'T LIKE THE LOOKS 
V OF THIS —£ 


m THEY PROS«.LY TURNED 
RIGHT AROUND FROM THE SECOND 
FIDO.. AN WE'LL FIND'EM HIDING 
NEAR THE F.iONT DOOR ' IF THESE 
GUYS HAVEN'T THE GUTS TO GO 
UP THERE THEN THEY t RE NOT S| 
V FIT TO BE GAMMA DELTAS ? ) 
























C'MON OVER HERE' 


W WE DIDN'T PLAN ANY JOKES 
LIKE T.-THATf ANDI DON T LIKE 
THE LOOKS OPTHIS IT'S N 
NOT LIKE WATERS AND HENDER¬ 
SON TO FOOL AROUND t B BUT > 

I'LL GO ' ^ - — 

!SPOKEN LIKE A 

| IREAL GAMMA — 
J DEI 7- TO BE • \ 


YOU ARLING __ 

YOU'RE NEXT, MAN GO UP TO THAT 
ATTIC AND TELL THOSE PALS OF 
YOURS TO STOP THEIR MONKEY- 
SHINES'THIS IS A FRATERNITY 
INITATION NOT A SCHOOLBOY J 
PRANK' 


THINK I. fcR THEY LL FIND YOU 
IC .CARE/IN A DITCH'I DIDN'T 
TOGO' /RIGUPTHIS PLACE 
^ JUSTTOHAVEA 
H ■ COUPLA PUNKS SPOIL 
^B ^B OUR FUN' IF THE 
^B THREE OF YOU ARE 
PLANNING TO GIVE 
Er _|JB| ME A SCARE YQULL 
REGRET IT' ^ 


HEH, HEH' LOOK AT 'lM SH iKING^ 
BET THE OTHER TWO'LL HAVE 
A BIG SURPRISE FOR ARLING 
THINKING IT'S THEIR LiELQVEO 
LES WILTON' - M 


RATS'NOTHINGS WRONG UP 
THERE ARLING'S AT THE FIRST 
FLOOR SAFE AND SOUND' FROM 
THE LOOK ON HIS FACE HE MUST 
HAVE STUM-LED OVER THAT 
SKELETON I BORROWED FROM , 
THE LAB, TOO f 


HE S AT TMETON HIS WAY TO THE 
SECOND •< ATTIC' HOLD YOUR 
FLOOR J BREATH, BOYS, 

HERE'S WHERE THE 
Ll» Hr HEAL FUN UEGINS 
IN THE NEXT SIXTY 

mu seconds a 


MAYBE THE M 
KID'S TIGHT, LES 

M ,YBE SOME¬ 
THING OLD GO , 
WRONG UP -m 
, THE.lEf M 


FIVE MINUTES, 
WILTON .AND 
NO SIGN OF 
ARLING' ALL 
THREE OF 'EM. 
DONE? 


THE STUPIO PUNKS TOO YELLOW TO 
TAKE THAT LAST FLIGHT OF STEPS' 
sJ'LL SHOW 'EM HEAL FEAR _ 


























MAYBE WE SHOULDN THAVE 
LET WILTON PLAN THIS WHOLE 
INITIATION BY HIMSELF f HE'S 
LIABLE TO GO OVERBOARO ON 
THIS HAZING BUSINESS THE 
BOYS IN THAT HOUSE MAY HAVE 
>HURT THEMSELVES' —pg* 


GIMME THAT LIGHT, JENKINS 


I'LL GO UP THERE MYSELF' FIRST 
TO PROVE TO ALL OF YOU THAT 
THERE S NO DANGER UPTHERE 
ANO SEGONO, TO KICK THOSE GUYS 
OUT OF THAT PLACE ANO OUT 
.OF THE GAMMA DELTA ' WgOt 


FOR ALL WE ^ 
KNOW HE MIGHT V 
HAVE STUCK SOME 
RATTLESNAKESIU 
THE OLD DUMP'/ 


I TOLD YOU I DIDN'T LIKE THIS WHOLE SET¬ 
UP 1 THE WINOOW IT'S BEEN SMASHED f 


NOTHING TO WORRY 
ABOUT HERE ON 
.THE SECONO FLOOR 
V. EITHER JOT- 


•^THOUGHT I'D 

INJECT A UTTLE 
EXCITEMENT INTO 
THIS INITIATION 
00 I LOOK ANY 
THE WORSE FOR 
L WEAR? M £ 


SOMETHING'S GOING ON IN 
THAT HOUSE THAT WE DON'T 
KNOW ABOUTf AND THE WAY. 
THOSE THREE FRESHMAN 
HATED WILTON THEY MAY 
a HAVE GIVEN HIM uAO A 
k. BEATING r 


I I HOPE IT'S 
ONLY THAT* LET'S 
. HURRYf ^ 


TICKED BY 
IN THAT 
LONELY 
AHEA KNOWN 
AS PALMER'S 
PLACE . 
SECONDS BE¬ 
CAME MINUTES 
. AND 
THE MINUTES 
STRETCHED 
INTER MINABLY 
































WE'LL COMB THIS PLACE 


,NOT A 
TRACE 
OF 

ANY- . 
ONE < 
IN THE 
I FRONT 
ROOM 


OR ANY OF 
THE OTHERS 
EITHER' 
THE OUST 
WAS NT EVEN 
OISTURBEO' 


NO ONE \ 
ON THE 
SECONO 1 
FLOOR 
EITHER' 
AND SINCE 
NO ONE 
COULO 4 
HAVE 
LEFT THE 
HOUSE 
THEY A 
MUST \ 
ALL BE 1 
UP } 
THERE' Ji 


T THIS IS PROBABLY 
WILTON S IDEA OF A 
JOKE HAZING THE 
WHOLE BUNCH OF US' 
W WELL HERE 
GOES 

T. THE DOOR ITOPENS 
EASILY' AS IF SOME¬ 
ONE ELSE OPENEO IT 
.BEFORE WE D OID'. 


UNTIL WE FINOALLFOUR 
OF'EM' MIKE FREO 
SEARCH EACH ROOM WITH 
A FINE-TOOTH COMB' 
WE'LL GET THIS THING 
STRAIGHTENEOOUT IF 
IT TAKES THE REST OF . 

V THE NIGHT' 


M ANO *Sfl 
^OUTSIDE, 1 
NO FOOT¬ 
PRINTS ' I 
WHICH MEANS 
THEY'RE ALL 
STILL IN I 
THE 

. HOUSE' A 


T THE 

ATTIC 


I IT'S WILTON' H HE'S AGEO FIFTY 
YEARS IN THE LAST FEW MINUTES 
vH HIS HAIR... IT’S TURN EO WHITE' 1 


G-GO 00 HEAVENS 


H HE LOOKS AS IF HES GONE 
LISTEN TO HIS MOANING 


NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE 
THIS NEVER EVEN HE AND OF 
ITS EOUAL ' THAT WILTON KIO 
CANT GET A COHERENT WORD 
OUTOF HIM' HIS MINO IT'S 
CRACKEO HE'S COMPLETELY 
INSANEf AND THE OTHERS 
VANISHED f 


THERE SHE GOES CONSIGNEOTO 
FLAMES BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER' 
AND WITH IT THE LASTTRACE OF WHAT 
HAPPENEO TO ARLING, WATERS ANO 
HENOERSON' ~ 


FIFTEEN YEARS AGO IT HAPPENED ANO 
NO EXPLANATION HAS EVEN BEEN FOUNO 
AS TO THE OISAPPE ARANCE OF THE THREE 
FRESHMEN OR WHAT AWFUL HORRORS 
LES WILTON SAW IN THE MOMENTS 
BEFORE HIS MINO CRUMBLED' 





















































































































They calleo rr ar accident f 

LARRY'S ELAR HAO WORKEO FER- 
FECTLYf AT THE FUNERAL, HE COM- 
FORTEO THE BRIEF-STRICKEN NANCY 


The months passeo, and Law¬ 
rence CABOT CAME TO CALL 
MORE ANO MORE OFTEN AT THE 
HOME OF THE YOUNG WIOOW.NANCY 
BAXTER.. . 






































































"aVnO THAT 13 LAWRENCE 
.CABOT'S STORY SO FAR' ( 
t WA/Tf HEAR that HOLLOW 
.. 900*• THE COFE/N'LEVS. 
I SEE WHAT HE S UP TO.,. J 


r HAH' NOW TO OPEN YOUR 

CASKET ANO STRIP YOU OF i 
YOUR LAST POSSESSION, 
i JOHN BAXTER' (—-_/" 


N-M-M-M' FOUR MONTHS IN THE GROUNO. 

^HASN’T HARMEO IT ANY'IT’S STILL ■ 
^Jin oooo common'/femmgyfI 


Vou THINK HE'S MAO, DON'T YOU? WEli.YOU NAY IE ^i«HTf 
IN ANY CASE,THE NEXT MORNING LARRY DRESSED M JOHN'S 


[Larry casot removed the tuxedo from the 
CORPSE OF JOHN BAXTER ANO RE-COVERED THE 
ChME' THEN. ■ | " ' — — HR 


YES, JOHN'IT FITS FINE' I FIT INTO EVERYTHING 
L^OF ' fou *£* i f7UE f HA-HA* 


[The church was hot' and as carry stooo 

VESTRY, WAITING FDR THE CEREMONY TO BEGIN, 


WHEWf IT'S CERTAINLY HOT IN HERE THIS 
MORNINGr I_I, .FEEL...STRANGE..• — 


IT ..MUST BE MY. .IMAGINATION BUT I FEEL... 
AS THOUGH. TNIS SUIT. WERE CPU SHINS ME! 




































AAAH! 


The croup that had come to 

WITNESS THE WEWINS WAS 
SHOCKEOf SOMEONE NUSHEO PON- 
WANO TO EXAMINE THE PROSTRATE 
LARRY— 


hEKHEH* ME KNOW HOW, DON'T WE 
DEAN READER 9 when Larry GOT 
HOT UNDER THE COLLARMVS 900Y 
ABSORBED THE EMBALM INS 
FLUID WHICH HAO CONTAMINATED ' 
JOHN'S TUXEDO 'ANO NOW. LANRY ) 
REALLY HAS EVERYTHING THAT r 
JOHN HAS' NO NANCY ..NO JOB 
NO PREST/SE NO NOTH/NS.'MST * 
A NICE COOL COFFIN in a NICE , 
COOL CRAVE* _ —i|l. j 


STHAHGE' THIS RETORT 
SAYS THAT LANNY CUED/ 
OF PO/SON/NG _ PNOM 
EMBALMING FLUID J 


i EMBALM 
'INS FLUID • 
BUT HOW 
OIO LANNY 
EVEN COME 
IN CONTACT i 

'ITH THATfJk 







































